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Local News: Springfield
Jefferson prefers govs tax proposal

By Aaron Chambers
REGISTER STAR SPRINGFIELD BUREAU
Click here for more information about Aaron Chambers

SPRINGFIELD — Breaking from his Republican colleagues, Rockford Rep. Chuck Jefferson said he may
support Gov. Rod Blagojevichs plan to increase taxes on Illinois businesses.

Jefferson, the lone Democrat representing the Rock River Valley in Springfield, said he prefers the governors
proposed gross receipts tax to a competing plan for across-the-board tax increases. Both plans are designed
to facilitate more state funding for K-12 education and other priorities.

Blagojevich wants to phase out the corporate income tax, replacing it with the gross receipts tax — a tax on
businesses revenue. The governor says his plan would mean $7.6 billion more annually for the state.

Separately, Blagojevich wants Illinois to raise an
additional $1 billion each year by taxing the payroll
of companies not offering health care to
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Several GOP lawmakers say they are intrigued by the property tax relief component of the competing tax
plan, House Bill 750.

HB 750 would raise $9 billion annually by raising personal and corporate income taxes and expand the sales
tax to cover services as well as goods, proponents say. The plan promises $3.6 billion in tax relief, including
$2.7 billion for property tax payers.

Blagojevichs plan includes $1 billion in property tax relief.

Lawmakers will continue debate when they return to the Capitol this week after two weeks of spring break.
The gross revenue tax is invasive, said Rep. Jim Sacia, a Pecatonica Republican who owns a farm
equipment company. I cant think of enough negative adjectives to describe how horrible this tax would be. I
would be among the businesses that would move out of state. I absolutely would.

Jefferson said his warm view of the gross receipts tax did not result from any deal with the governor. Asked
whether the governor promised to support one of his pet projects, perhaps with a $50,000 state grant,

Jefferson responded: Im not that easy.

Staff writer Aaron Chambers may be reached at 217-782-2959 or achambers@rrstar.com.
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