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Letters to the Editor Message Sheet: 
“Let the federal government do it.” 

 
 
Contact:   Kathleen Duffy, Communications Coordinator, Campaign for Better Health Care 
              kduffy@cbhconline.org   |   312-913-9449 
 

Please send us a copy of your letter! 
 
 

 

Possible Points of Focus For Your Letter 
 
We simply can’t afford to keep waiting for future possibilities anymore. 
 

• For each year that we wait to enact reform here in Illinois, another 35-40,000 working families lose health 
their health care coverage, and Illinois families and businesses incur another $3 billion in unnecessary health 
care expenses. 

 
• While we are all excited about the possibility of the next administration in Washington enacting meaningful 

health care reform, it is not going to happen overnight.  Political struggle at the federal level is even harder 
than political struggle at the state level. 

 
• We thought there was a very good chance that national health care reform was going to happen in 1993-94, 

but the reform plan ended up being blocked due to heavy lobbying and hundreds of millions of dollars spent 
by the insurance industry.  It is uncertain that the political party that may be in charge in Washington next 
year will be able to deliver this reform when the insurance companies will spend even more hundreds of 
millions of dollars to block it. 

 
States are important laboratories for potential federal action. 
 

• Historically, states have taken the lead on a wide range of social reforms before the federal government 
enacted a nationwide policy; fixing health care is no different. 

 
• In the United States, virtually every major social reform of the last century started on the state level.  We 

would not have federal civil rights protections, federal protections for workers, or federal voting reform 
today if not for actions initiated by the states. 

 
Momentum in the states for health care reform is driving the national movement. 
 

• Debates over health care reform have returned to the national agenda for the first time in nearly 15 years, 
largely due to leadership shown on the state level. 

 
• In Illinois, this leadership has been fueled by effective advocacy and has produced state reform successes like 

ALL Kids, Family Care, and other legislative initiatives.  As in Illinois, these kinds of legislative initiatives are 
becoming increasingly successful in other states.  Any national health care reform plan will require a 
partnership between the federal government and the states.  By continuing to move forward, Illinois will be 
in a better position to maximize the help and support of future expansions being initiated by the federal 
government.  

 
 

(Tips on how to write an effective letter to the editor on the reverse side.) 
 
 
 



Check the guidelines in your local paper before submitting, and use these 
tips to write a more effective letter to the editor:   
 
- Keep it short and focused on a single issue.  As the Chicago Tribune states in their LTE 
guidelines, ÒLetters that are succinct rather than rambling, and that are factually accurate, stand the best 
chance of being selected for publication.Ó  This is true for most publications. 
 
- Make specific references to a recently published (within 7 days) article.  "I was 
impressed by the comprehensive solution outlined in the May 5th article, 'Quality, Affordable Health Care for All in 
Illinois'… 
 
- Be factual.  Highlight aspects of the issue that havenÕt been previously addressed whenever possible.  
 
- Establish yourself as an authority.  “As a woman who was diagnosed with cancer right after losing 
my insurance coverage, I know that…”  
 
- Make sure to include your contact information.  Most newspapers will only publish a LTE 
once they verify that you did actually write the letter, so check their guidelines before submitting and 
include all of the specific contact information they ask for.   
 
- Check to see how your target paper prefers to receive submissions.  Some prefer email, 
but most will accept letters via email, fax, or regular mail. 
 
- Be aware that most papers edit letters for space, clarity, civility, and accuracy. 

 
 
 
 

Sample Letter to the Editor 
 

 

Please Note:  YOUR letter MUST be in your OWN words.   
Newspapers will not print letters when they receive multiple copies of the same 

text, so please do not use the wording of the following example as your own letter. 

 
 
To the Editor: 
 
While we are all excited about the possibility of the next administration in Washington enacting meaningful health 
care reform, it is not going to happen overnight.  For each year that we wait to enact health care reform here in 
Illinois, another 35,000 to 40,000 working families lose their health coverage, and another $3 billion is spent by 
families and businesses on unnecessary health care costs.  We can’t afford to keep waiting for future possibilities 
anymore – we need access to quality, affordable health care for all Illinoisans now. 
 
(Note:  this letter is 85 words long.) 
 
 
REMEMBER – YOUR LETTER SHOULD BE CONCISE (AIM FOR NO MORE THAN 
250 WORDS) AND FOCUSED ON A SINGLE ISSUE.  MAKE IT STRONG, DIRECT 
AND PERSONAL.   
 

Good luck! 


